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FIGURE 1

THE WEST CENTRAL ZONE

Sector X - Upper Mississippi
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FIGURE 7: STRESSED VOWELS IN THE GULF STATES

+ Voiceless

DAE

KAaA

- OAA-kadi

FFD

NAD
SAE
AGE
GBE-eaa
efa~-BJA

JJID-efa

 QFC-gfb

MEA
RAE-eai
RAB-efa

QFB-eaa

SAE
SAE-maij
SAG
SCE

SAB

(283)

(166)

{219)
{321)
{467)
(335)
(200)
(251)
(558)
(298)
(353)
(324)
(220)
(107)

{155)

{335)
(132)
(73)
{69)

(68)

+ Voiced

DAE-ma’j
KaB-eai
OCA~kadi
FFD
NAD
SAR
ABE

GBE~egaa

‘efa~-BJA

JID-efa
QFrC~gfb
MEA

RAE-kai
RaB-efa

QFB-eaa

ALLOPHONES OF /a/ ELABORATED

SAE
SCE
SCA
SAE-maj

SCE-maj

(225)
{134)
(214}
(333)
(248)
(216)

(397)

(250)

(540)
{(451)
(262)
(264)
(97)
(87)

(195)

(216)
(152)
(80)
(77!

(77)

+ Nasal
DAE
KaB
OAA-kaj
FFD
NAD
SAE
AGE
GBE-~eaa
efa-BJA
JID-efa
OFC-gf£b

MEA

RAE~-kaj

RAaB-efa

QFB-eaa

SAE

(135)

(96)
(195)

{81)
(547)
(145)
(258)
(298)
(159)
(237)
(166)
(251)

(82)
(160)

(142)

{145)

SCE-maj (121)

SCE

(117)

SAE-maj (93)

SCA

(47)

+ Lateral

DAB-maj (220)
KAE (264)
OAR-kaj (239)
FFD (334)
NAD-maj (164)
SAE (311)
AGE-maj (332)
GGE-maj (138)
efa-BJA (249)
JJD-efa (346)
OFC-gfb (306)
MEA (117)
RAE-kaj (118)
OCA-jid  (94)

QFB-mab (86)

SAE (311)
SCE (108)
SCA (101)
SAB (54)

SCE~-mai (50}

+ Retroflex

DAB-mea

KaE-mea

.OCA~mea

FFD-mea
SCE-mea
DAB-mea
KAE-mea
FFD-mea
JSC-mea
QFB-mea
MEA

RAE-mea
RCB

QFC-gfb

SCE-mea
SAE-mea
TAD-mea
TCD-mea

SCE-ma’j

(201)
(222)
(123)

(177)

(148)
(125)
(94)
(90)
(118)
{208)
(252)
(75)
(62)

(39}

(148)
(129)
(41)
(38)

(37)
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FIGURE 2 (continued)
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account for move than half the sample in the eight remaining forms (B8 of

Figure 4 lists BE informants who use eight different monophthongs in the
pronunciation of the diphthong /ai/ before a voiceless obstruent, as in righé.
ecorded in the South Midland territory of Tennessee (243, Arkansas (5), Upper

Georgia (93, Upper Alabama (113, and Texas (7), with substantial additions
from the Wire Grass of Lover Seovgia (8), as well as the Sand Hills of Lower
Alabama and the Pine Hoods of Lower Migsissippl and Fast Louisiana.

The members of the eight sets also show a social pattern, including 38

= ranked in the lower classes (I, indigent, and L, lowsr or lower-—
middleld, 43 in the widdle class, and only four in the up ~middie class, with
no aristocratic representatives. And all four of those upper-middle class

instances are vecorded in the South Midliand tervitories of Eas

b
ef
o
o]
o
it
i1
i
¥
O

Upper Alabama, Arkanszas, and Texas, suggesting a useful vegional marker

exclusive of aristocratic spesch.

Figure § lists characteristics of 120 informants vho share the short

&S @

fan ]

glides

1 in this envivonment. These responses cover the same

ory as did the monophihongs, although here two

Matcher, MB, and Grand Cane, LA. Combined

the

h

with the incidence of the monophthongs, thess short diphthongs outlin
Bouth Midland terrvitory in the north and the Wire Grass/Sand Hill/Fine Woods

tervitory to the south, immediately beyond the Coastal Strip.

“r
ot
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o
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=
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plotter grid. That form assigns a constent position for each LAGE primary

informant . providing an sconomical reference for compubabtional mapping. The

Missigsippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, and

w

exas, the incidence of these monophthongs and short glides conforms
with garlier assumptions about the pronunciation of this vowsl in the Soubth.
In a voiceless envivonment the mapped forms vecur most freguently ocutside the
plantation divisions of the Bouth, the hill country to the north and the pine
barrens to the south,

These charts, however, also show the occcurrence of the forms declining in
the speech of the upper social classes and the better educated. Even in the

hill country strongholds of South Midland speech, as, Enoxville

1]

Chattanooga, Na

hville, and Little Eoock, the incidence of these monophthongs

1S

W
=
£,
il
=
=
e
el

ilides is rare and suggestive of a possible rural marker throughout

the territory. Evidence of this kind can only be realized through sever

it

4
i

,m

kinds of interpretation, including indexes, tables, and charts.

=0iad norall attention to soribal

fz:,
m
£
o
i
[

Taken together, these v

%

differences and the problems they bring to analysis.  As Molntosh pointed out,

= B b

variation occurs when the work of any scribe is sel beside that of another.

ed and centered mon

upaliding
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